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is probably too advanced. It would seem to me to be a useful adjunct to the teaching of postgraduates with a particular interest in respiratory problems.
The development of the model is clear, and entertainingly described. It is complete with symptoms, signs and a necropsy report. The description of the application of the model to teaching is rather brief.
MARTIN W MCNICOL

Consultant Physician Central Middlesex Hospital
Stress and the Heart, Interactions of the Cardiovascular System, Behavioral State, and Psychotropic Drugs. David Wheatley (ed) pp272 $18 New York: Raven Press 1977 David Wheatley is a general practitioner who is an internationally recognized researcher into clinical pharmacology. He is also the director of a company that carries out clinical trials on behalf of pharmaceutical concerns.
He has edited a book concerned with two of his special interests: psychopharmacology and cardiac pharmacology. The book is based on two symposia, which took place in 1974and 1975, and the material has been updated.
There are fivesections in all on: coronary artery disease and anxiety; psychotropic drugs and the heart; stress factors in hypertension; psychopharmacological aspects of the cerebral circulation; and sociological aspects. There are some renowned contributors such as Hans Selye, Malcolm Carruthers, Henry Russek and Peter Taggart. The whole weight of the contributions is in the area of stress and anxiety. In this connection too much may be expected from new drugs such as betablockers.
JOHN FRY
General Practitioner
Beckenham, Kent The addition of chemotherapy, immunotherapy, or both to more conventional surgery and radiotherapy at the time of primary treatment has olTered some slight encouragement that tumours which are thought already to have metastasized can be controlled. In the case of osteogenic sarcoma, the solid tumours of childhood, and to a lesser extent in breast carcinoma, there now can be reasonable hope of control if the tumour burden not eradicated by local treatment is not too great. The side effects of these toxic agents are, however, formidable and treatment may not be justifiable if there is little chance of benefiting the patient. Their use cannot be advised until controlled clinical trials can demonstrate the areas in which combination treatment is likely to beuseful.
This volume, which comprises the proceedings of an international conference held in Tucson, Arizona in March 1977, contains reports of trials, both completed and in progress, from centres in North America and Europe. It will serve as a ready reference for anyone wishing to embark upon a combination therapy for 'early' cancer. Much of the material has been published elsewhere and Sometrials, such as those with bleomycin in Great Britain, are not covered but it is of considerable value to have these papers gathered together in one volume. The masterly summary of the meeting by Dr deYita should be read by all oncologists. The publishers and editors are to be congratulated on Producing this volume in such a short time, a factor of great value in such a rapidly changing field. ROBERT In the decade since an association between HLA antigens and the incidence oflymphatic leukaemia and Hodgkin's disease was discovered, there have been great efforts to find a similar association between HLA antigens and malignant disease, this book records the proceedings of a conference held in August 1976at the Roswell Park Memorial Institute in Buffalo, New York State, to review What -if any -progress has been made in this research.
There are ninety-five contributors, coming mostly from the USA but also including groups from interested departments in Canada, Norway, Japan and Singapore, as well as Professor Dausset from France. They have produced twenty-six papers on various aspects of the subject, and the message from almost all of them is clear: no definite association between HLA antigens and malignancy has so far been satisfactorily proved. the papers are therefore in the nature of interim reports and show in which directions future research may be promising.
The most useful paper is the critical review by Professor J Dausset; he thinks that some of the data that have been accumulated are definitely encouraging. He suggests four lines of research that may yield more positive results: mass epidemiology studies; detailed study of families in which at least 2 cases of the same malignant disease occur; looking for 'a recessive susceptibility gene . .. by calculating the number of patients homozygous for an HLA-A, -B, or -D antigen, or even homozygous for the whole HLA haplotype'; and a search for 'a dominant gene that would be of assistance to the progression of the disease'. These are all long-term projects.
The contents of this book are inevitably techni-cal and mainly of interest to those working in the field. Anyone considering starting work on this subject will find the contents a useful guide to what has been explored so far.
M C G )SRAELS
Emeritus Professor ofClinical Haematology University of Manchester
The Granulocyte: Function and Clinical Utilization. Progress in Clinical and Biological Research, vol 13. T J Greenwalt & G A Jamieson (eds) pp 354 $30 New York: Alan R Liss 1977 This book is the proceedings of the eighth annual scientific symposium of the American National Red Cross, held in 1976. Preceding symposia in this series have set a very high standard and the editors are to be congratulated on maintaining the quality with this volume. The aim of the symposium was essentiaIly practical from the blood banking point of view; namely, to explore the problems associated with granulocyte therapy which, at least in the States, has come to stay. At the present time the areas of controversy centre around two aspects. First, the method of granulocyte collection and preservation. Two techniques are used at present: centrifugal leukapheresis which requires expensive and sophisticated equipment; and filtration leukapheresis which is simple and cheap as it only requires a nylon wool filter. AIl aspects of both these techniques are weIldiscussed; the filtration method is presented in an exceIlent article by Djeressi, who first invented the procedure. Secondly, there are the questions concerning the indications and selection of patients for granulocyte therapy and the usefulness of the transfusions both in prophylaxis and in overwhelming infections. These aspects are presented with data obtained from several thousand transfusions at the National Cancer Institutes in Bethesda and Baltimore and also from the Rosswell Park Memorial Institute. The evidence is now substantial that granulocyte therapy is of considerable value in'selected patients.
The first part of the book is devoted to ultrastructural, biochemical and functional aspects of the granulocyte, including phagocytosis (both normal and abnormal) and bactericidal mechanisms; these chapters are wide ranging and comprehensive.
This book can be recommended to all those requ~ring an up-to-date account of granulocyte physiology, as well as those who wish to carry out granulocyte therapy.
N HUGHES-JONES
Department of Haematology St Mary's Hospital Medical School
